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Prez Sez September Meeting
Hello Members and Friends, The September meeting will be on Saturday, Sep-

tember 11th at 7:00 pm at the Edison State Col-

Well the picnic was a righteous gathering. If you could lege in Punta Gorda

not be there you missed a great tinhats of food, fossil

friends, prizes and fun. The kids had a great time at tl :
fossil dig. All racked some great finds. Shark Bingo Our speaker will be our 2010 Vertebrate Scholar-

went great. We had prizes for more then half the peop ShiP Recipient, Carly Manz. She is working on
who played. Those are great oddalso want to thank ~ Nyctitheriids, an extinct group of primitive mam-
Elida for afantastic job setting up the room and organi; mals from the North American, Asian, and Euro-

ing - also Jeff and Lynn. the spread of food was unbe- pean Paleogene (about 65 to 24 million years
lievable! |thought | was in heavebrats, chicken , ago). They are very small insezaters with traits
deer meat, shark bites, hog balls, all kinds of salads, that could connect them to the origin of insecti-
cheeses, deviled eggs, dyores, primates, or even baShe has been studyh 0 ¢ o
Kailua bunt cake was t 0 jyqanddescribing their skeletons to figure out & t €
effort when we all work together it makes for a great where they lived, how they moved, and what
time. To all who helped clean up at the end of the day group of modern mammais they are most likely
thank you. .

related to. Check out her article on page 3.

Well the heat of summer is still upon us. The river is

high and rains are stildl SNACKS ARE BACKII 10r e

fossiling to have plenty of water, sun screen, and aboy

all be safe and have fuband site hunting is good now \y/e will again be allowed to have snacks at our
right after it rains. ; ; ; L e
Venice Beacldiving for another month or two till the meetings, thqugh we wil n.Ot .be d0|ng.h0t dOgS'.
; : We have decided to keep it simple (drinks plus ice
ronts come in. : : .

for the drinks, chips, crackers, cookies, cheese
At this meeting we will have a new book for identifyingc U b es, finger sandwichesé
fossils "Mammalian Oste0|ogy " (See picture on page have a VO|UnteeI’ fOf September but there W|" be a
5). It will be for sale for $35 It is a must have in your it Sign up sheet for Oct. & Nov. You will be reim-
book library. You will find it indispensible. Alsothe bursed up to $30 and we have a hand cart to help
new club shirts are here. The featured animal is dire carry items in. We can enjoy having snacks again,
wolf and by request the shirts have a pocket with print put it will take volunteers to make this work. If

on the front and back. They look great. The two coloi you have any questions’ ask Chuck Ferrara at a

to choose from are tan and gray. Soygeirs early be- meeting or call him (phone # on page 2).
fore theybére alll gone.
N

Remember keep your head up high but look down once Q)
in a while too. You don't now what you might
best eppllnd on

t e
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SWFFC
Executive Board

& Committee
Phone Roster

President:

Vice President:

Treasurer &
Editor:

Chuck Ferrara
(941) 7692725

Jim Davis
(941) 3793286

Roxane Wilson
(863) 9931649

e-mail: fossilfreaks2@yahoo.com OR
idigfossils13@embargmail.com

Secretary: Kathy Caldwell
(941) 6295952
Directors
Tracy Wilson Steve Wilson

(863) 9931649

George Gooding
(941) 6972662

Lydia Lloyd

(863) 9931649

Ollie Tipton
(941) 9792791

Field Trip
Chuck FerraraDirector

(941) 7692725

email: ferrara_307@hotmail.com
Steve Wilson & Cay Smadll Trip Guides

Education

Steve Wilson Robert Wilk
(863) 9931649 (863) 4918513
Raffle: Jim Davis
Club Website:  Jane Gooding

(941) 6972662
Club George Gooding
Photographer:  (941) 6972662

Membership: Kathy Caldwell
(941) 6295952

e-mail: blondie1l638@comcast.net

Dues:

$15.00 Individual

$20.00 Family

$4.00 Child joining indepent.

Make check payable to:

Southwest Florida Fossil CluB\WFFC)
Send to: Kathy Caldwell

1540 Schenley St.

Port Charlotte, FL 33952

AN | [y

can be found at:
http://www.southwestfloridafossilclub.com

Gainesville Museum Web Site is at:
http://www.flmnh.ufl.edu/

Smithsonian (Natural History Museum)
www.mnh.si.edu

Canoe Outpost in Arcadia

(gives info on Canoe rentals and peace river wa-
ter levels)

http://www.canoeoutpost.com/Peace/
prwaterlevel.htm

Florida Vertebrate Fossil Permit
http://www.flmnh.ufl.edu/natsci/vertpaleo/
vppermit.htm
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The Importance of the Enigmatic Nyctitheriidae in Understanding Modern Mammalian Origins

Carly Manz, PhD Graduate Student
Florida Museum of Natural History, University of Florida

Fifty-five million years ago, during a period of time called the Paleogene, the world was much warmer, there was
no yearround ice on the poles, and presday Florida was completely covered by the ocean. On land and in the water,
mammals were rapidly diversifying to fill niches that had previously been occupied by dinosaurs and other prehistoric rep-
tiles. Many Paleogene mammals have been determined to be ancestors of modern, living mammals, giving us a view of
how animals like the first horses, carnivores, and primates moved, acquired food, and interacted with their environments.
The evolutionary relationships of smalbdied Paleogene mammals, however, are difficult to assess, due to the low preser-
vation potential of their skeletons. Studying these small extinct mammals is highly important, because they may be the key
to understanding the origins of such diverse and abundant living groups of mammals, such as bats and insectivores.

| study a family of smaibodied Paleogene mammals called the Nyctitheriidae. Nyctitheriids were first described
in 1872 and since then have been variously linked to early bats, eulipotyphlans (the group containing shrews, hedgehogs,
moles, and solenodons) or euarchontans (primates, tree shrews, and flying lemurs). The reason for the ambiguity surround-
ing nyctitheriid relationships is that until recently, they were only known from their dental morphology. These teeth indi-
cate that nyctitheriids were small, insectivorous mammals that had primitive morphology similar to many other early mam-
mals. But teeth can only tell us part of the story. A much more complete understanding of the paleoecology of nyctitheriids
can only be obtained by studying their skulls and skeletons. Fortunately, limestones from the Bighorn Basin of northern
Wyoming have been discovered in recent years, containing exquisitely preserved skeletons of many small mammals, in-
cluding nyctitheriids.

My graduate work involves using these new nyctitheriid skeletons to understand their locomotor ability and re-
solve their evolutionary relationships with extinct and living groups of mammals. | have been analyzing isolated portions of
their skeletons and comparing them to modern mammals to determine what each feature implies about their ability to run,
climb, dig, hop, or glide. My research so far on their ankle morphology reveals that they had scansorial capladyjiities
could climb and probably spent time on the ground and in the trees. Once individual complexes have been studied, | can
view the big picture of the whole skeleton to determine how the nyctitheriids lixeether they spent most of their time on
the ground or in trees, how they ate, and whether their niches overlapped with any other Paleogene mammals that would
have provided competition. This will not only reveal the paleoecology of the nyctitheriids, but depending on which modern
mammals they are related to, it could also tell us about the paleoecology of the earliest bats, eulipotyphlans, or euarchon-
tans. And knowing how the ancestors of modern groups lived can reveal a great deal about the evolutionary history of the
mammals populating the earth today.

Nyctitheriid skeleton embedded in limestone from the Paleogene of the Bighorn Bhsifeet are in articulation at the
bottom of the limestone partially overlying the leg bon€ke vertebral column is stretching up vertically to the top of the
block where a partial rib cage covers it.
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SUGGESTIONS?? RIVER HUNT
By: Chuck Ferrara

We encourage members to let us know what

changes or additions you would like to&ee Time was so short this Spring to go on the River.
speakers fieldtripsd raffled anything you think | \yent as much as possible. We had a lot of rain

should be changed or ideas for meetings Or projecis tne Spring. This trip ended up being the last
we want to hear them (BE NICE). Seriously, we d‘before;he Summer rains came. We had a new

want your input. T tNheEssh8SaarBnPYlitrl WwioWvas'dfing®gdsb ! € U

you like about the club or meetings, let us know | taamed him up with Lisa Hauser.
that too, so weodoll know how weodore doing. This i

your club too and we want to make it enjoyable foy/a \were all at the Gardner boat ramp waiting on

ALL. Lisa, of course. When she came we all had to rib
her a little- heck it was a lot!
ARE YOU GETTING YOUR
NEWSLETTER??? Once we all got loaded up we were off to the
hunting grounds. Lisa had her motor on her boat
and she pulled two canoes with her.

If you are on the email listing, you should be re-

ceiving your newsletter via the internet. You shouldVe stopped at this one spot for about an hour to

get it by the Monday before the meeting. Whenevdfy; the water was not high enough. We had about
you dondét receive a newkmeamhetssorwe spitgp. hfayund a@potithat e ma
call me to |l et me knowmePamyDopna &Cayyworked aMe werejuste d o
want you to miss out on any of your newsletter cof@0ing to stay for a little bit to see but when we

ies. If you should change your email address, be kept racking some good finds it was hard to leave.

sure to email me your new address. You can reachVe all found horse teeth and smaller shark teeth.

me at either We ended up staying in this spot all day. Finally
idigfossils13@embargmail.com or the others came down to where we were to see
fossilfreaks2@yahoo.com what finds we racked.

Elida found a nice camel tooth and gator scute.
John found a nice whale vert and horse teeth. Cay
found a nice Mako, Bill and Stephen found horse
teeth and smaller shark teeth too. | found a bird
bone not broken and a Nannipus molar. We had a
blast. It was nice with a bigger grofgr the last
hurrah trip before the summer rains came.

I want to thank Al Coffey for his time
working on our new club shirts and for
donating all Artwork and Setup fees.

S

THE NEW
CLUB
SHIRTS |
HAVE
ARRIVED
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More River Hunt Photos This is one ID book you will want to have in

your library. The pictures are phenomenal. For

the first time, we will have it at our September
meeting for sale ($35). S

- miss out!!

Summer Party Palooza
By: Roxane Wilson & Pam Plummer

Year after year the SouthWest Florida Fossil Club
has a Summer Party. One thing never chahdbs
enormous amount of delicious food (and leftovers
for anyone who wants them), fossil friends laughing
and having fun, cool door prizes and of course the
traditional SHARK Bingo (complete with more

cool prizes). We had 65 members in all.

Elidadbs creativity in dec:¢
amaze. The centerpieces were beautiful and inter-

esting just like her jewelry! If you were lucky

enough, you took one of them home. Kudos to

Elida Byard. Everything was very well organized.

Thanks for all your time and effort; it showed.

Head Barbecue Master Chuck out did himself with
the moist and tender BBQ chicken and redneck fi-
|l ets. While Chuck manned t

4
|
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even set the woods on fire), Captain Ollie fried t
Shark meat (another fu
event). There Ollie was, smiling, saying my sec-
ond favorite words AH«
AHIi Pam | etds go Fossi
Bread Shark Bites were the perfect addition to t
meal as were all the delicious desserts!!! Since
Steve was not able to attend, | had to eat his sh:

As always the kids enjoyed the Fossil Sand Pit ¢
collected a lot of cool fossil treasures.

Their Museum is not huge but well worth the vis
and we thank Sandi Scott for opening up the bu
ings for us.

Assisting Chuck with the SHARK Bingo meant | PR

i 0 5 s KEDA T Q" oV
got to aggravate himtoe)l t 6 s s or t, TS 1,\"\!;,\.\\\;\\;\\"2‘..)_ - i
1 deal!! Sorry Chuckeé. A AR Y

'\":‘f i ;",\"‘\ A
| '“hx"‘?f”**{’v‘i‘i*‘s“\{\':“«‘:“s
We played 6 games of SHARK Bingo. Although '
Chuck kept pulling the wrong numbers (they w
not mine or Roxaneds)
ward Chuck proceeded to the Door Prizes. This
table was filled with some very exciting things,
The special prize was a Mosasaur Tooth; it took
about 20 minutes and a knife to open it (with
Chuckds tape job).

If you missed this Party, plan on the next one
which is our Christmas Party the 2nd weekend if
December in place of a regular meeting. More d
tails will be announced as we get closer to it.

Thank you to everyone who helped set up and k

clean up at the end too!
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Directions to Edison State College

From U.S.41 southbound turn left on Airport Road in Punta Gorda. Continue
about two miles to the campus entrance.

From U.S.41 northbound turn right on Taylor Road. Continue several miles

to Airport Road. Turn Right on Airport Road to the campus entrance.

From I-75 northbound exit at Exit 161. Go west to Taylor RoadRight on
Taylor and then about two miles to Airport Road. Right on Airport Road to the
campus entrance.

From_l-75 southbound exit at Exit 164. West on Hwy 17 to first traffic light.
Turn right and immediately right again on Marion. Proceed east on Marion to
Florida Street. Right on Florida Street under the overpass and past the athletic
fields to the rear entrance of the campus.

Each of the above routes is marked by signs directing you to EDISON

STATE COLLEGE.

The meetings are on the 2nd Saturday every month at 7:00 p.m.




